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What do the letters FFA stand for? 
 

The letters “FFA” stand for Future Farmers of America. These letters 

are a part of our history and our heritage that will never change. But 

FFA is not just for students who want to be production farmers; FFA 

also welcomes members who aspire to careers as teachers, doctors, 

scientists, business owners and more. For this reason, the name of 

the organization was changed to ‘The National FFA Organization’       

in 1988 to reflect the growing diversity and new opportunities in the 

industry of agriculture. 

 

National FFA Week February 21-28, 2015 

 

Each year, FFA chapters around the country celebrate National FFA 

Week. The week-long tradition began in 1947 in honor of George 

Washington’s legacy as an agriculturist and farmer. This week is an 

opportunity for FFA members, alumni and sponsors to advocate for 

agricultural education and FFA.  

 

National FFA Southern Region Vice President, Stephen McBride,   

will be visiting Mt. Everett 

during National FFA week on 

Feb. 27
th

.   This is the first 

time a National officer has 

visited our chapter and it is 

an honor to show him our 

school.  

 

 

 

Lambs are here! 

Currently we are on lamb watch with six Shropshire lambs that were 

born over February break. Two sets of twins were born on Valentines 

Day and another set of twins followed a few days later. All lambs and 

moms are doing well. FFA members, staff and family members helped 

care for the lambs over break. Camera’s are installed for extra      

monitoring.     [Thank you Chris Thompson] 

Continued on next 

page…. 

 

February 2014 

Calendar of Events                . 

 

 February 21-28—National FFA 

Week 

 March 12—Farm Bureau   

presentation 

 March 13—State FFA Veterinary 

Science Competition 

 March 16– 18th—Massachusetts 

State FFA Convention 

 April 30th—State FFA Horse 

Judging Competition 

 June—Mt. Everett FFA Ag Fair 

*exact date TBA 

Mount  Everett  FFA 

Mount Everett High School  

491 Berkshire School Road  

Sheffield, MA 01257 

Phone: 413-229-8734 Ext: 135 

Email: Dmelino@sbrsd.org 

 



Lambs (Continued)  

The school barn provides hands on learning experiences for students enrolled in 

Agriculture classes. Students have learned about every aspect of these animals 

care and have developed special projects around the animals. The on campus 

farm is an ideal venue to foster agricultural awareness through educational pro-

grams that focus on scientific  principles, problem solving and hand-on experi-

ence.  

Multiple grants from the Berkshire Taconic Foundation Janet Eagle Fund have            

allowed us to purchase foundation stock for a flock of Shropshire sheep, needed 

equipment, and a livestock trailer. Agriculture students learn how to prepare    

animals for livestock shows and will participate in the annual Agriculture Fair, 

Sheffield Fair, and hopefully regional shows. 

In addition to the sheep, there are two rescued alpaca’s and a miniature horse in 

the school barn.  

Last year, Samantha Hoover & Madison Melino showed school lambs at the      

Berkshire Fair. The lambs were sold as breeding stock, fiber animals and meat 

animals.   

If interested in purchasing lambs, please contact Danielle Melino at                

dmelino@sbrsd.org or 229-8734 x135 

FFA member Marissa Davis cares 

for the animals in the barn over 

the weekends and school breaks.  

Shelby the miniature horse 

 

Mt. Everett faculty members Dallas Jones & Danielle Melino along with 

senior Malik Hogan rescued two miniature horses in November. The 

mini’s were going to be sent to an auction, where their fate was unknown 

but Malik Hogan stepped in and proposed a rescue mission! “Shelby” is 

getting accustomed to living with the school’s flock of sheep & alpaca’s 

while the other mini, “Stella”, is living on Malik’s horse farm. 

Mt. Everett Agriculture students started working with Shelby on ground 

manners, jumping and training her to drive. We are hoping to obtain a  

cart to teach her to drive in the spring time.  

 

Students in Mrs.Melino’s spring Equine Science class will all have the     

opportunity to work with Shelby and learn about horse husbandry,        

training and behavior. 

FFA member Malik Hogan with 

Shelby.   



National Convention 2014 recap 

 

Twelve students, three teachers, a school bus, 2000 miles traveled, classic corduroy jackets, and 

priceless memories.  

Mt. Everett FFA members attended the 87
th

 National FFA Convention in October 2014. The conven-

tion is held each October with over 60,000 plus FFA members and guests from across the country in 

attendance.  

 

It is the largest annual student gathering in the country. The convention is filled with hundreds of 

opportunities including competitive events, sessions and keynote speakers, the career expo, college 

fair, educational tours, leadership workshops, concerts, rodeos, volunteer opportunities, and so 

much more.  

 

Highlights from the trip included the career & college expo where students engaged with more than 

450 corporations, organizations and colleges. Students toured Kentucky State University, Three 

Chimneys Thoroughbred Farm where Triple Crown winner Seattle Slew was born, met with National 

officer candidates, attended the Justin Moore concert, rodeo and met FFA members from across the 

country.  

 

Mt. Everett FFA members Bria Wells, Malik Hogan, Anica Pond and Mia Bills competed in the national 

horse judging competition and earned bronze. The competition consisted of judging eight classes 

of horses, presenting oral reasons to official judges, completing a written exam, and multiple team 

scenarios.  

 

This trip was sponsored in part by a generous grant from the Berkshire Taconic Janet Eagle Fund.  



I am the Secretary of the Mt. Everett FFA. My job is to take notes at every 

meeting and to take attendance of who is at the meetings. I joined the FFA 

because I love animals. I also saw the opportunities that the FFA had for me. 

I like how our FFA chapter is like a family. We can joke around with one    

another and still have a good time. We work together to get things done. I 

wanted to run for an officer position because I wanted a challenge. I wanted 

to make an impact on our small school. We as a small FFA chapter can and 

have proven people that we are just as well rounded in our education in           

Agriculture as they are. 

Next year I plan on pursing a degree in Equine Management at Cazenovia. 

Favorite color—Purple 

I am the current president and have been a member of the chapter for two 

years now. I originally became a member of the FFA because it was part of 

being in the Ag classes but now I love everything about it. My favorite 

thing about the FFA is all the opportunities that the FFA offers. I became 

an officer because I thought it would be a great opportunity for me to 

make the FFA more known around the school and community. I think 

more students should join the FFA. The FFA has opened my eyes to what I 

want to do in the future, major in Animal Science at SUNY Cobleskill! 

Favorite color—Corn gold 

 

Vice President: Bria Wells—Junior 

Secretary: Anica Pond—Senior 

President: Samantha Hoover—Senior 

Meet the 2014—2015 officer team 

I am the current Vice President and have been a member for two years 

now. I joined the FFA for many reasons. 4-H was a motivating factor to 

joining FFA. I am the president of the Sheffield Whinnies 4-H club and 

enjoy being a leader. I love working with animals, learning how to care 

for animals from birth, veterinary medicine. I love the outdoors and 

learning about the history of Agriculture. I have also worked with horses 

for as long as I can remember. The FFA has brought so many opportuni-

ties to members that they couldn’t get anywhere else. Such as preparing 

you for the “real world” after high school, competing in a variety of com-

petitions, bringing thousands of FFA members from all over the country 

to National Convention. Mt. Everett is the smallest FFA chapter in the 

state but we are growing. We are growing due to having a barn full of 

animals, teaching elementary students about the animals and FFA, and 

letting the community know we are here.  

Favorite animal—Horse 



Treasurer: Marissa Davis  

Reporter: Malik Hogan 

Sentinel: Shane Riiska 

I am the current reporter. I joined the FFA because I love horses. I 

have competed in the State & National FFA Horse Judging competi-

tion. I was the first place individual in the Mass FFA competition last 

May. I plan on pursuing a career working with horses in the future. I 

spent my February vacation working with an Olympic horse trainer in 

Aiken South Carolina.  

Favorite animal—horses  

 

I’m Shane and I’m the current Sentinel for the Mt. Everett FFA. I’ve been a 

member of the FFA for three years now. I joined the FFA because I believe 

that agriculture should be brought into youth’s lives in all communities to 

keep people interested and keep farms thriving. I’ve really enjoyed all the 

experiences and opportunities that the FFA offers. I ran for an officer posi-

tion because I take great pride in my community. The FFA connected me 

with a job at Larkin Farm and has helped guide me towards a career. It may 

also help me with scholarship opportunities. The National Convention trip to 

Kentucky really opened up some doors for me. I think more students should 

join our chapter because it’s a great tool to help improve the future of 

America.  

Next year I will be attending Unity and majoring in Conservation Law         

Enforcement 

Favorite animal—cow 

I am the current treasurer of the Mt. Everett FFA. I joined the FFA be-

cause I enjoy working with animals and expanding my knowledge 

about them. I have been in the FFA for two years now. My favorite 

things about the FFA are the fun field trips we get to go on, some of 

them are once in a lifetime trips that I’ll remember forever. I have 

learned so much about agriculture and animals. I became an officer 

because I enjoy having the responsibility and thought it would be a 

good experience for me. I give back to the FFA as much as I can by 

getting involved in activities and helping out. I think the FFA is a real-

ly important part of Mt. Everett because we help educate all the stu-

dents about agriculture, careers, how to care for animals and oppor-

tunities in the FFA.  

Favorite animal—Horse 



Mt. Everett students in the Agriculture & Culinary classes raised 30 broiler chick-

ens on campus in the fall. The chickens were raised in a moveable chicken coop, processed and 

sold as a Valentines Day fundraiser. The students were responsible for keeping brooding records,  

recording costs, feeding, watering and management. Food safety management and animal      

production practices were emphasized throughout the entire project. We recently received      

notification that Mass Cultural Council Grants have funded this project and we will be raising    

additional birds in the spring. We hope to sell the chickens to local restaurants and butchers.  

Mrs. Petrucci and Mrs. Melino think that it is critical that students see the connects between     

agriculture, nutrition, consumer practices, community and sustainability. The chickens raised on 

campus were allowed to move freely, eat grass, scratch for insects, consume a variety of kitchen 

scraps and act like chickens whereas commercially raised chickens are raised very differently. 

   

Pasture to Table  - chicken dinner                         

cross curricular project with culinary classes 

The National FFA Organization is dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives 
of young people by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth 

and career success through agricultural education.  

Spring CDE’s 

Mt. Everett FFA members will be competing in the following Spring CDE’s & Events 

Veterinary Science— Bria Wells, Haley Barret, Ashana Legyt, Paige Parks-Smith, Marissa Davis, Anica Pond 

Job Interview—Jade Hogan 

Quiz bowl—Samantha Hoover, Marissa Davis, Paige Parks Smith, Jade Hogan  

Individual and Team Demonstration—Marissa Davis, Samantha Hoover, Bria Wells 

Horse Judging— team members TBD 

Need for fencing—sponsors needed 

We are currently in need of sponsors to help us replace and expand the fencing at the school barn.  

We  raised approximately half of the needed funds through our citrus sale, bake sale, and jerky sale.  

If you are interested in helping us with this project please contact us.  

Thank you to our current sponsors 

 Larkin Farm LLC  Sheffield Kiwani’s 

Guido’s             Sheffield Land Trust 

   


